A r 


WA z 

Sy XJ E 
ae £3 a 

k , PE 








Todd McFarlane & 
Image Comics presents... 


RE TURN 


Clint Goldman 





story 
Todd McFarlane 


pencils 
Greg Capullo 


inks 
Todd McFarlane 
Chance Wolf 


copy editor & lettering 
Tom Orzechowski 


color 


Brian Haberlin 
Dan Kemp 


art direction & design 
Brent Ashe 


for Image Comics graphics coordinator 


Larry Marder Julia Simmons 
Executive Director 
ediforial coordinator 


president of entertainment, ja Ci 
publishing and licensing Melanie Simmons 


Terry Fitzgerald 


Spawn N°61 Summary 

After Cyan is returned safely to her parents, Al has along talk with 
Granny Blake and as usual, her words of wisdom calm him while creating 
inner confusion. When he gets back to the alley, the alley bums have 
rebuilt his throne which seems to hypnotize him as he settles into it. 
The Clown appears in Spawn's trance and reveals startling facts about 
his past and future. Meanwhile, Jason Wynn confirms that Cygor's 
remains are safe at a testing facility and orders the disappearance of 
Terry Fitzgerald. 
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THERE WAS NO DENYING 
THE MAN'S = HIS VALUE AS AN EXPERT 
GUPGLING ey EP ON) RUSSIAN POLITICAL AND 
ON HIS OWN ee emma — CONSUMER PREFERENCES. AS 
BLOOD. ia A WELL-PLACED INSIDER 
HIS SCREAMS Z BEHIND THE OLD IRON CURTAIN, 
ARE BARELY \ HE HAD NETWORKS CONNECTING 

| AUDIBLE. HIM TO ALL AREAS OF INTEREST. 


THE C.I.A. WAS ONE OF MANY 
CLIENTS. RECENTLY, THOUGH, 
VICTOR'S CREDIBILITY HAD 
COME INTO QUESTION. 
CERTAIN SOUTH AMERICANS 
ie oo GETTING TOO 


SO, VICTOR SIMPLY 
DISTANCED HIMSELF. 
FROM PEOPLE WHO 
WERE ACCUSTOMED 
TO RELYING ON HIM. 
BAD MOVE. 


HE WAS NOW 
UNNECESSARY... 


EVENA 

aS LIABILITY. 
p 
- 


HIS BODY 
m WILL 

‘ | Bae 

> BE FOUND. 


t HE WILL BE 
: EXPLAINED 
AWAY AS A en 
P COVER MOL 
FEARED DE FEE TION 
+ : AND WAS SPIRITED 
HOME. 


CRUSHED NOW 
AGAINST CHAIN 
LINK FENCE, HE'S 
GIVEN UP ALL HOPE 
We BURLY ASSL. — 
ANTS LOOM, ) SS - : an 
VICTOR KOSLOV ew ag WAe 

PRAYS SILENTLY IN a oe ant 

HIS NATIVE TONGUE. “ pe yam a. 


IN YEARS PAST, 
WHILE WORKING IN 
THE DIPLOMATIC. 


CRO neEA ED” SUCH IS THE FATE OF THOSE < 
Veen or | eee i 

SEBUGED EY CAPI- AMERICA'S OFFICIALLY NON- 

SAE He EXISTANT, MOST POWERFUL 
DEFECTED INTERNATIONAL INTELLI- 

ce GENCE BUREAU: THE UNITED 


STATES SECURITY GROUP. 





WRONG. I'M 
GETTING To YOu 
A} AND NOTHING 

CAN STOP 


OPEN 
THOSE EYES 
UP, NICE AND 

WIDE. 


WHAT'S 
THE MATTER, 
TOUGH GUY, SURELY 
IT CAN'T BE THAT 
YOU'RE AFRAIO, NOT 


You. £ THOUGHT You 


WERE BEYOND 
THAT. 


GETS To You. 
THAT'S WHAT YO 
KEPT TELLING US. 
You'RE ALWAYS 

IN CONTROL. 





WHAT'S THE 
7 MATTER, JASON? 
A DON'T RECOGNIZE 
YOUR OWN HANDI- 
WoRK ? /— 
OR ARE 
YOUR HANDS SO 
CLEAN YOU'VE NEVER SEEN 
THE RESULTS OF YOUR KILL 
FY ORDERS? THAT'S WHY You 
1 NEEDED US5-- YOUR ELITE 
A ASSASSINS. WE PRovIDED 
THE BUFFER OF DENIABILITY 
You NEEDED AS YOU 
PLAYED YOUR SECRET 
WAR GAMES. 


THE STRANGE 
THING? FOR THE 
\ MOST PART, I BUT THEN 
DION'T EVEN YOU HAD TO 
GET GREEDY. 
NEEDED TO HAVE 


OF US THAT 
GOT IN YOUR WAY 
| just BECAME 
\ EXPENDABLE, 
ISN'T THAT 


CARE ABOUT 

A THE PAIN YOU 

L CAUSED THEIR 
FAMILIES. 


THE 
MEN I 
. TRAINED 
WOULD RATHER 
DIE THAN 
COMMIT 
TREASON. 


SO THAT'S 
IT?! YOU'RE 
SOME KIND OF 
TRAITOR. SEEKING 
REVENGE, hm? HOW 
PATHETIC. 





GUESS WHAT? You 
MI5CALCULATEO. 
"PRA BACK. ANDO 
THOUGH L'VE Lost 
EVERYTHING, Lf STILL 
KNOW WHATS IMPORTANT... 
REVENGE! 
THAT OPINION 16 
ALL YOu LEéeT 
Mé wiTH. 


SNC 


THEN 
FITZGERALD 
AND HIS WIFE 

DIE TOO. ¢ 


EXECUTIVE 
DISCRETIONARY 
DIRECTIVE. YOU 
REMEMBER eh 
WHAT THAT ae 
MEANS 2 A FIND OTHER NAMES 
©) FOR MY ENEMIES LIST. 





ALONG 
WITH THEIR 


DAUGHTER. 
THE WHOLE 
FAMILY BECOMES 
A_ SMEAR ON THE 
WALL IF YOU |NSIST 


ON INDULGING YOUR 
REVENGE. 


IF J DIE, 


HOICE. 


et 


SS 
YOUR FONDNESS 
FOR TERRY AND HIS 
FAMILY IS QUITE You STAY 
OBVIOUS. UNFORTUN- AWAY FROM 
ATELY, THEY'RE NOW JZ THAT FAMILY. You 


BA INCLUDEDIN THE 50 MUCH AS 
~~ DIRECTIVE. aie SNEEZE IN THEIZ 


DIRECTION AND f'LL 
GUT You WITHIN THE 

You HOUR. 90 1 
NEARLY TWO MAKE MYSELF 
MINUTES 


Ww 
STRUGGLES. 
7O BREATHE. 





NoTHING 
CAN SAVE YOU FROM 
Me. AND JUST TO PROVE MY 
POINT? TOMORROW AT MIONIGHT FLL 
BE IN YOUR OFFICE. ANO NO AMOUNT 

OF SURVEILLANCE, SECURITY OR 

~ ARMED GUARDS 15 GOING 
— to STOP ME. 


50 YOU LET 
THEM ALL KNOW. BRING 
THEM ALL To THE PARTY BECAUSE 
1 WANT YOu TO FULLY UNDERSTAND 
THAT ANY TIME. ANYWHERE, 


3 CAN GET TO You. 
ANO THAT IF YOU PISS ME OFF 
YOU CAN DIE INA 
HEARTBEAT. 


BECAUSE 
YOU CAN'T 
KILL WHAT'S 

ALREADY 





7  ..AND 
THEN SOPHIE 
JUST WENT 
NUTS, MAKING 
FACES AT 
EVERYONE AT 
<» THE BURGER 
KING. 





ess 
Sy 
ie 


7 a y 
vit 


TERRY SOME- 
TIMES CRAWLS 
UNDER THE TABLE 
TO PICK UP THE 

FOOD DEBRIS. 


YOU SHOULD 
SEE THE LOOKS 
HE GETS FROM 

COUPLES WITHOUT 
KIDS. I’M SURE 








AN SAAS aS WE'VE HAD LATELY, 
SETTLES OVER TH. I_ KNOW WANDA 
LIVING ROOM. “REALLY NEEDED 


GETTING TOGETHER, 
TRYING TO GETA 
PETITION IN PLACE 
THAT ESSENTIALLY ASKS 
WE REALLY i FOR YOUR FAMILY TO 
THEN...) APPRECIATE YOU M7 BE REMOVED 
AND JULIE | | SOMETHING FROM THE 
HAVING US OVER \ you SHOULD AREA. 


WITH 
AAS THE FEMALES DIS- yy ALL THE THE 
APPEAR DOWN THE HALL, TENSE TIMES NEIGHBORS ARE q 


FOR DINNER 

















THEY THINK 
YOUR LIVING HERE 
IS PUTTING THEM ALL IN 
DANGER. YOUR SHOOTOUT.* 
CYAN'S KIODNAPPING.** AND 
CONSIDERING THE PEOPLE 
YOU WORK _ FOR, EVERY- 
ONE'S WORRIED THAT 
THESE KINDS OF THINGS 
WILL JUST CONTINUE 
TO HAPPEN. 


~~ PRETTY BAD. 
MIKE KEENAN HAS 
EVEN RETAINEDA 
LAWYER. JULIE AND THE GROUND- 
I ARE BEING SHUNNED — SWELL IS 
TOO, BECAUSE WE'RE GROWING. EVERY- 
NOT JOINING IN. ONE'S SAYING 
THEY ONLY WANT 
TO PROTECT 
THEIR KIDS. 





7 1:27 A.M. WEATHER PATTERNS 
Pp) HAVE BEEN CALM ALL DAY, SO 
1 AS THE CLOUDS SUDDENLY 


By 
4 NOTHING THE METEOROLOGISTS 
CAN ATTRIBUTE /T TO. 


= 


B GALE FORCE 
4) WINDS AND A FIVE 
| DEGREE TEMPERA: 
TURE DROP IN LESS 
THAN A MINUTE. 
a WE HUMANS WILL 
SSE PERCEIVE NOTHING 
MI ELSE RELATING TO 
BS WHAT'S ABOUT 
M70 HAPPEN. 


| /S IMPOSSIBLE TO 
IGNO. 


HER NAME IS ANGELA. SHE'D 
BEEN IN THE PROCESS OF 

| LEARNING MORE ABOUTHER 
HEAVENLY ORIGINS. * 


THAT WAS BEFORE 
THE LIGHT STRUCK 
HER, REDUCING HER 
TO COMPONENT. 


N LA 
TRANSPORTED AN 

S| UNIMAGINABLE : 

| DISTANCE AND 3 

|) ACROSS DIMENSIONS.\\" 


ss 





EMERGING. 
FROM THE FLAMES 
UNHARMED 


MANIFESTED ANEW || 


AS MYSTICAL ENERG 
pee, SLOWLY 


TIVELY_READIES 
HERSE 


SELF -- 


SHE SURVEY. 


FAMILIAR LA 





BEC ORE SHE elke ea 7 
MAES SECON. ; 
STREAM OF CRACKLING 
VITALITY EXPLODES. 
FROM THE SAME RIFT. & 









SHE SENSES 
THAT HERS 
ay) ARE THE ONLY 
mel EYES ABLE ™ 
AND THAT ff 
THIS SECOND 
BOLT WASN'T 


Mi 
Hi ft it 


H 
eH _ 


OM AS HE FELT 
COSTUME 


HE RECOGNIZED \. 
THE SYMBIOTIC ~~ 
COST SIGNALL * 


UME'S 
OF DANGER 


MINUTE 
B HE LIES MOTIONLESS, 


THE GARBAGE HEAP. 





1T FEELS THE | 
PRESENCE OF} 
HEAVEN. 


THA if WAS AGASP | 
OF SHOCK AS MUCH) 
AS A QUESTION. HE 
DIDNT EXPECT AN, 


1) BUT NOW HIS CRIMSON 

1] CLOAK CONVULSES, 

P| SNAPPING WILDLY LIKE_\. 

| SOME RABID BEAST HELD }- 
BACK a8 A MOSEL Hi 


IN YouR * 
ERRITORY. , 





THINK EVE 
SOMEHOW 
SUMMONED YOU 
HERE. THAT Now 
CONTROL THE COSMOS, 
ANO 1 JUST HAPPENED 
TO STAND IN THE WAY 
OF MY OWN FIRE- 
POWER. GET 
REAL. 


THE ANGEL 
HERE. I'M NOT 
Quité UP ON 


ALL THIS 


HEAVEN 


I'LL SHARE 
WHAT I KNOW. 
BUT FIRST, CALL 
FF YOUR CLOAK. 
MY RIBBONS 
AREN'T IN THE 


A BREACH 
: HAS FORMED 
WITHIN THE ETERNAL 
y TRIUMVERATE. A 
CYBERNETIC SOUL- 
EATER CALLED THE 
RGUS IS THE 


ae A 
ZN = \ CATALYST, IN CON- 


JUNCTION WITH 
LIMBO. 


BIBLICAL LINGO 
AND TALK 
STRAIGHT. I'VE 
ALREADY GOT 
A HEAD- 
ACHE. 





THE 
SPIRITUAL GLUE 
THAT HOLDS THE UA/- 

VERSE TOGETHER IS 


DON'T. I JUST THOUGHT 
THIS LITTLE RENDEZVOUS 
MIGHT BE MORE THAN 
A COINCIDENCE. 
OBVIOUSLY, 


ISN'T. 


aif 


CONVERSATION IS 
ABRUPTLY TERMINATED A 
LIGHT BATHES THE DUO. \f A 


SZ 


CHAOTICALLY, 
EVERYTHING 
STARTS TO 
UNRAVEL. 
LITERALLY. 


DON'T BESO %& 
COCKY. EVERY- 

THING HAPPENS \¥ 

FOR A REASON. 4 
FATE DOESN'T DEAL 

IN ACCIDENTS, SO ff 

ACT IGNORANT IF 
YOU WANT, BUT 
BOUT 





NAUSEA STAMPEDES 
THROUGH HIS BODY AS HE® 
STAGGERS UNEASILY 

INTO THE NIGHT. 


THERE’S A _RINGING|G 


IN HIS EARS, AND 
SPAWN IS FEELING 
STRANGE. 


B WHEN HE Was ij 
ALIVE, HE 
CALLED IT 

“BEING DRUNK”. 


7 


Sey Ls 

















DON’T 
GIVE _US 
THAT. CRAP. 
WE KNOW 
YOU HOLDIN’ 
OUT ON US, 
MAN! 

















SEE, 

JUST LIKE I 
THOUGAT. GOD 
BLESS FRIDAY AND 

THEM WELFARE £ 

CHECKS. y 


















SO_I'M 
Ree TO 
GIVE YA TO THE 
COUNT OF TEN TO 





aq 








YOU KNOW, - 
I'D HEARD 


SOME ABOUT YOU. 
HOW YOU BEEN BUT THEY 
HELPIN' SOME OF MY ALSO SAID YOU 
US HOMELESS. THEY wy WERE A 
SAY YOU'RE SOME a , MONSTER OR 
KINDA HERO. THAT (i i SOMETHING. I'M 
YOU AREN'T 5 ft MA GOING TO TELL. JY MIR Ae 
AFRAID OF HIS RAMBLINGS 
NOTHIN’. . th WRONG. FOR A WHILE, 
: ; THEN POLITELY” 
= / EXCUSES HIMSELF. 
HE NEEDS TO SIT 


BEFORE HE 
COLLAPSES. 





..5O AFTER 
E WINS 20 
MES FOR 


UIS 
E PHILLIES. 49 


1 THINK 
THEY GOT 
RICK WISE 
IN RETURN. / 


7 ANYWAYS, 
THE VERY NEXT BUT GET 

YEAR PHILADEL~ THIS, HE GOES 

PHIA COMES IN 27AND/O27 

LAST PLACE. CAN YA 

I MEAN THEY FRIGGIN’ 
PLAYED LIKE BELIEVE tT! 


HE WINS 
THE CY YOUNG 
BY A UNANIMOUS 


THAT WAS 
1972. AIN'T BEEN 
ANYONE IN THE 

NATIONAL 

LEAGUE WON 

THAT MANY 

SINCE. 


CHRIST NG 
ALMIGHTY. 
YOUR 








EMPIRA 





